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Donations 
Welcome 
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H.C. Grimstead Ltd 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

 

58 Swan Road 
West Drayton 
Middlesex 
 

Tel: 01895 431000 

Founded 1890 
 

YIEWSLEY & WEST DRAYTON BAND 

AVAILABLE FOR:- 
 

CONCERTS 
GARDEN PARTIES 

FETES, ETC. 
 

THROUGHOUT THE 
YEAR 

 

(EVENINGS AND 
WEEKENDS ONLY) 

NEW PLAYERS  
ALWAYS WELCOME 

 

REHEARSALS 8 PM 
EVERY WEDNESDAY  

 

AT  
 

METHODIST 
CHURCH 

FAIRFIELD ROAD 
YIEWSLEY 

Contact John Ide 
020 8573 5788 

www.ywdband.com 

CYPRUS HOLIDAY APARTMENT  
FOR HIRE 

 

 Apartment Japonica is a lovely, 
 1 bedroom apartment that comfortably 

sleeps 4 with access to a communal 
pool.  

 
It is situated in Peyia village, close to 
the fine sandy beaches of Coral Bay, 

near Paphos town. 
 

 

For more details  
Call Julia Bennett on 07816 840029 

or visit our website: 
www.apartmentcypruspeyia.wordpress

.com 
or 

 www.holidaylettings.co.uk/rentals/
peyia/243977 

The Green,  West Drayton 
Art exhibitions, arts and crafts, 

markets, concerts, classes, 
group activities 

For further details see posters  
and press  

www.southlandsarts.co.uk 
admin@southlandsarts.co.uk 

or phone 01895  441936 
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From the Vicarage     

 

Dear Friends, 
Did you know that Marianne de Burgh was a famous shell col-
lector?  I didn’t, until I received an email recently asking if I 
could provide any information about her.  Perhaps you don’t 
recognise her name?  She once belonged to the family who 
were Lords of the Manor, the top of West Drayton society.  
Our splendid St Martin’s window is in memory of the de 
Burghs.  Marianne also has her own memorial in the chancel.  
Carved in the stone is a modest looking woman, representing 
Faith, holding a cross rising from a book (the Bible).  We 
read that Marianne was severely ill for many years, bearing it 
with “fortitude and resignation”, dying in 1809 in the 41st 
year of her age.  Then we find this touching description of 
her: “Exemplary piety and virtue, goodness of heart, mildness 
of temper, and benevolence of disposition were the  
characteristic features of this most excellent woman.” 
Without being unduly morbid, the corona virus has reminded 
us life can unexpectedly and suddenly change, and that our 
own earthly days are numbered, for we are God filled dust.  
Many people have been asking what might be the effect on 
society of this pandemic: can we wrestle any sort of blessing 
out of the dislocation, loss and tragedy?  Could there be ben-
efits to the environment? Could there be a lasting legacy 
whereby human society is reshaped, perhaps into a kinder, 
fairer, less grasping more grateful, less me, more we,  
community?  And what about our personal legacy, what might 
go on our memorial tablet?  
Many years ago St Paul wrote to a church where some people 
thought they were superior to others in the congregation: 
they were richer materially, and regarded themselves as  
better Christians, with superior spiritual gifts.  This didn’t 
fool Paul, however: “Shew I unto you a more excellent way.” 
Paul goes on to talk of the primacy of love, which is kind, 
humble, without envy, boasting or pride, truthful and endur-
ing (1 Corin. 13, do look this up and meditate on it).    
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As Marianne’s bones continue to rest peacefully under the 
church, perhaps we could follow her example of faith,  
patience and benevolence.  We too can place our trust in 
the merciful God we see revealed in Jesus.  We too can put 
love first, and learn to love more, less selfishly, with a  
bigger heart.   Whatever our age or circumstances, it’s a 
choice we’re always free to make.  May we release that 
power of goodness into our homes and community now, and 
in whatever days are given to us.  
 
With my blessing,  

Revd Rosy. 

When will St Martin’s be open again? 

Many people have really missed coming to St Martin’s for  
worship and private prayer.  Modern technology has its place and 
benefits, but it’s not the same as entering our ancient, peaceful 
and holy place.  Nor is watching online the same as worshipping 
physically with our brothers and sisters, all pilgrims journeying 
through life together in the company of Christ.   
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Reopening St Martin’s Parish Church 
 

St Martin’s will be open for  
PRIVATE PRAYER 

 On 
 

Sunday 21 June 11.30 am – 12.30 pm 
Wed      24 June 10.00 – 11.00 am 

Sunday 28 June 11.30 am – 12.30 pm 
Wed        1 July 10.00 – 11.00 am 

 
Private Prayer means individuals may come in on 
their own, or with their household, to say a prayer,  
light a candle, or just sit quietly for a while. 
Everyone, of any Faith or none, is welcome to share the 
peace of this holy place and pray in their own way.   
Children supervised by their parents are also very  
welcome to come into church. 
Unfortunately at this time we’re not able to share Bibles, 
hymn books or children’s toys, books or crayons. 
Public worship may restart in July: we’re waiting for  
government permission. 
Like all public buildings, please help to keep the church 
as safe as possible by observing the government guide-
lines – Sanitise hands; keep a Safe Distance;  
Don’t Enter if you might have symptoms of Covid 19. 
 
A reflective walk around the churchyard is also available 
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The newly restored Cross on the path to the 

Church. 
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Prayer Page   

 

There was once a priest and an old peasant.  As the priest 
rushed around his parish day after day, busily doing this and 
that, he began to notice that the peasant was frequently to 
be found in the quiet of the church, sometimes for hours at a 
time.  Finally curiosity got the better of the priest.  He asked 
the peasant what on earth he was doing, sitting in church for 
so long.  The peasant pointed at the crucifix with a smile and 
replied “I look at him, and he looks at me”. 
 
This type of attentive, companionable silence is sometimes 
called Contemplative Prayer, deliberately putting yourself in 
the presence of Christ as one might gently enjoy being pre-
sent with a dear old friend, without the need for lots of chat-
ter.  Contemplative prayer helps us to live fully in the moment, 
to appreciate the gift and holiness of that unique time, to 
centre ourselves on God in whom we find our strength and de-
light.  It has been described as ‘wasting time with God’ or ‘day 
dreaming with God’, which is not to say that it has no purpose 
or value! 
 
A simple way of helping us to pray like this involves prepara-
tion and finding a focus.  Preparation might mean getting com-
fortable in a chair, or going for a walk, finding a steady 
rhythm of motion and breath.  Focus could be a word or 
phrase from the Bible, perhaps the name Je-sus, as one 
breathes in and out.  It could be a picture, a candle flame, 
stroking a feather, listening to music, or the sounds around 
you. It could be imagining Jesus and you together, in one of 
the gospel stories.  It could indeed be a crucifix, the sign of 
the immense love of Christ in which the world is held, and our 
little lives are cherished and find meaning.   
 
Revd Rosy. 
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Quiz. 
 

A woman enters a large metal tube and is overcome 

with fear. She clenches her husband's hand tightly and 

is visibly shaken. Her husband gently rubs her shoul-

ders but is otherwise unaffected. Within hours the wom-

an's husband tells her that it's time to go and the tor-

ment ends. What happened to this woman? 

The Taylor’s  Robbery Answer 

If the glass is broken from outside, the glass pieces should have fall-
en inside the house and not outside.Mr. Taylor showed the detective 
the glass pieces outside the house, which means the glass was bro-
ken from inside.So the detective could make out that Mr. Taylor was 
making the things up. 
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The Colne Valley Regional Park offers something for everyone. 

Whether you are looking for a way to entertain the family, get active in the coun-
tryside or simply want a chance to relax,  

Colne Valley Park Visitor Centre 
Denham Court Drive 
Denham 
UB9 5PG 

Telephone: 01895 833 375 
Email: colnevalley@groundwork.org.uk 

mailto:colnevalley@groundwork.org.uk
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 No Problems - Just Solutions 

Indoor Problems 
Lightbulb need changing? Curtains need hanging? 

TV need tuning?  Computer issues? 
 

Outdoor Problems 
Grass need cutting?  Hedge need trimming?  

Call Kevin 07753 631376 
kwstephens@btinternet.com 
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Giving with a grateful heart .                                                                       

We all know that the corona virus has had a major impact on our 
economy, with many people, especially the young, loosing their jobs 
or seeing a drop in income.  I’m sure you’re also aware of many 
charities asking for donations to enable them to keep on with their 
vital work supporting various groups and good causes in our  
society.  Of course St Martin’s is in a similar position, we’ve had a 
substantial drop in our income, due to the enforced closure of 
both the church building and hall for the past months.  We are 
particularly grateful to those who have continued to give to St 
Martin’s, and would ask more of you to set up a monthly standing 
order, or to join the weekly envelope scheme: even a small amount 
coming in regularly really does help.  Please contact Julia Bennett 
(01895 851269) if you would like to do this.   It is even more im-
portant at this time that those who have the means - a steady  
income, salary or pension - give generously to the church, as there 
will be others genuinely unable to give.  Why not make a  
thanksgiving gift to St Martin’s (gift aided if possible), for your 
home, health, food, supportive friends, consoling pet, garden etc - 
all the God- given blessings present in your life. 
St Martin’s is also in need of the gift of time and talents, not least 
in cleaning the church and looking after the churchyard.  Normally 
we are fortunate to have the Community Pay back team helping 
once a week, but the corona virus meant they were not allowed to 
come, and at the time of writing (May) it’s uncertain when they 
might be able to return.  The Church of England instructed that 
church yards should be left untended during the pandemic.   

THIS HAS NOW CHANGED (from June 12): PEOPLE BRINGING 
THEIR OWN TOOLS AND KEEPING TO THE SOCIAL DISTANC-
ING RULES ARE NOW ALLOWED TO GARDEN IN THE CHURCH 
YARD.  Tools may be shared if they are properly sanitised be-
tween use. We also need volunteers to clean the church, WHO 
ARE YOUNG AND FIT!  NOBODY OVER THE AGE OF 70, OR IN 
THE OTHER VULNERABLE CATEGORIES, OR CARING FOR OTH-
ER PEOPLE IN THESE CATEGORIES ARE ALLOWED TO CLEAN 
AT THIS TIME.   
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What’s on the Web?                                                                                                        

The Church of England website will provide you with up to date 
information as well as worship and prayer resources.  In May 
Faith at Home was launched,  with a weekly worship video 
centred on a value, eg Hope, Courage: although aimed at schools 
it’s worth a look whatever age you are! 
 

Cleaning will need to be done after every use, to keep the  
building as safe and hygienic as possible.   
Could you help by joining a committed team of volunteers,  
perhaps on a one week a month rota?     
Please don’t wait to be asked, and don’t assume someone else will 
do it!  This is the time for us all to pull together!  If you are able 
to help with cleaning or gardening, please be in touch with Rev 
Rosy or one of the church wardens, Uche and Marie.   
 Revd. Rosy 



20 

 
Hall Activities  

Friday 
 

Tae Kwondo 17:30 - 20:30 

 

 

Saturday 
 

Zumba Gold 10:00 - 11:00 

Thursday 
Little Soldiers 10:00 - 11:15 

0-3 year olds + carers  

(not in school holidays)  

 

WI 14:15 - 16:15 

(3rd Thursday of the Month) 

 

AA 7-10pm  

Wednesday 

 

Irish Dance 19:00 - 21:00 

Monday 

 

Tae Kwondo 17:45 - 19:15 

 

 

 

Items for inclusion in the August/September issue of Challenge must 
be with the Editor by Sunday 26th July Items not received by this 
date will, if appropriate, be included in the next issue. 
 

Email: stmartinschurch@live.co.uk  

Tuesday 

Zumba Gold 10:00 - 11:00 

Drama Group 16:00 - 18:30 

History Society 19:00 - 21:00 

(Last Tuesday of the Month) 

Craft Group 19:00 - 21:00 
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 From the Church Registers   

No Baptisms or Weddings  

have been possible at this time. 

Funerals      
Thomas Loveridge 21 April 2020                                              

John Stark 25 April 2020                                                           

Nelson Todd 7 May 2020                                                               

Jane Daniel 15 May 2020                                                                      

We thank God for them and ask                                                                                

God to comfort those who mourn their passing  
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 Regular Services 
Each Sunday 

 8.00 am Holy Communion (said) 
 10.00 am Sung Euchar is t  

Sunday School  meets in the hall at 10am (except Family service)  
All Children Welcome. 

 
1st Sunday of each month 

 10.00 am Family Service, a service for all, from 0 to 99 
 
 

Monday to Saturday 
 9.30 am Morning Prayer 
 

 
 

Who’s Who 

 Vicar Rev Rosy Barrie  ' 01895 442194 

  rosybarrie1@btinternet.com 

 

    Church Wardens Uche Obi & Marie Tampin  . 01895 434949 
 Deputy Churchwarden  Peter Sparrow  
 Hall Bookings Marie '  07742 757377 

 PCC Secretary William Fairchild ' 01895 434949 

 Stewardship  Julia Bennett '  01895 851269 

  Pastoral Assistant Doris Hughes '  01895 434949 

 Deanery Synod Mary Davie & Pat Dibben '  01895 434949 
 Representatives   

 Sunday School Contact the Parish Office '  01895 434949 

Church Treasurer  Emeka Obi  01895 434949 

Editor of Challenge Kevin Stephens '  01895 434949  

 Flowers Contact Pat via the Office '  01895 434949 
  

 

 
Parish Office 

St Martins Church, Church Road, West Drayton UB7 7PT 

Tel: 01895 434949 (Answer Machine) 

Email: stmartinschurch@live.co.uk 

www.stmartinwestdrayton.org.uk 

 
Wedding & Baptism enquiries : Tuesday 5:30-6:30pm 
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Fullers Landscapes 
 

Driveways Block Paving 

Fencing  Brickwork 

Decking  Patios 

Turfing  Landscaping 

Call Mark on:- 

07931 527450 

www.fullerlandscapes.co.uk 

Funeral Directors & 
Memorial Stonemasons 

the family you 
can turn to 

Seven generations of our family have been 
helping and advising local families 

providing both modest and traditional 
funerals with understanding and compassion 

when you need it most 
 

Yiewsley: 30 High Street 
(01895) 446 686 

www.lodgebrothers.co.uk 

Yiewsley & West Drayton 

Senior citizens welfare 

association 
 

01895 443423 / 01895 443956  

Meet at 1pm on the 4th Wednesday 
of the month at the Community 

Centre. 
Admission 50p including tea & cakes. 

Transport can be provided 
for a small charge 

Bingo - tombola - raffle 

R. BADHAMS 
Interior & exterior decorating 

General property maintenance, tiling 
(kitchen & bathroom), fencing  

(treatment only) etc. 

Reasonable prices 
Flat 2, 67\68, The Greenway, 
Uxbridge, Middlesex UB8 2PL 

 01895 233487 
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Advertise Here 
 

Over 200 people a month 
read Challenge 

 
They could be reading 
about your business! 

 
Book your space now 

Only £25 per year for each 
space  

 

(this is a double space 
£40) 

 
Contact: 

stmartinschurch@live.co.uk 

PROFESSIONAL ROOFING SERVICE 
 

Reliable and trustworthy with references 
from church members available. 

 
OTHER SERVICES INCLUDE: 

Building, Painting, 
Home & Garden Maintenance. 

 
CALL PAUL HAIMES ON: 

07939 851454  

St. Martin’s Church Hall 

Available for hire* £25 per hour 

Reasonable rates 

For more details contact the Parish Office 

  01895 434949 
*conditions apply 


