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Donations 
Welcome 
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H.C. Grimstead Ltd 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

 

58 Swan Road 
West Drayton 
Middlesex 
 

Tel: 01895 431000 

Founded 1890 
 

YIEWSLEY & WEST DRAYTON BAND 

AVAILABLE FOR:- 
 

CONCERTS 
GARDEN PARTIES 

FETES, ETC. 
 

THROUGHOUT THE 
YEAR 

 

(EVENINGS AND 
WEEKENDS ONLY) 

NEW PLAYERS  
ALWAYS WELCOME 

 

REHEARSALS 8 PM 
EVERY WEDNESDAY  

 

AT  
 

METHODIST 
CHURCH 

FAIRFIELD ROAD 
YIEWSLEY 

Contact John Ide 
020 8573 5788 

www.ywdband.com 

CYPRUS HOLIDAY APARTMENT  
FOR HIRE 

 

 Apartment Japonica is a lovely, 
 1 bedroom apartment that comfortably 

sleeps 4 with access to a communal 
pool.  

 
It is situated in Peyia village, close to 
the fine sandy beaches of Coral Bay, 

near Paphos town. 
 

 

For more details  
Call Julia Bennett on 07816 840029 

or visit our website: 
www.apartmentcypruspeyia.wordpress

.com 
or 

 www.holidaylettings.co.uk/rentals/
peyia/243977 

The Green,  West Drayton 
Art exhibitions, arts and crafts, 

markets, concerts, classes, 
group activities 

For further details see posters  
and press  

www.southlandsarts.co.uk 
admin@southlandsarts.co.uk 

or phone 01895  441936 
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From the Vicarage     

Dear Friends,                                                                                                                
Having spent much time pulling out ivy, which persists in growing both 
vertically up my house and horizontally in my flower beds, I was   
interested in reading recently that perhaps ivy isn’t such a bad plant 
after all.  The Royal Horticultural Society has declared English Ivy 
as a welcome shield against searing summer heat as global  
temperatures rise.  In a study of ivy and other creepers, ivy emerged 
as the most effective at cooling buildings and reducing humidity  
inside the walls it climbs.  English Heritage’s 2010 paper Ivy on Walls 
suggested that problems were in fact caused by unskilled human 
pruning.  People tend to hack off ivy at the root, so instead of benign 
aerial suckers, the plant is forced to send out new roots, which end 
up in masonry, desperately seeking for water.  A blanket of ivy was 
found to mitigate erosion and its leaves to absorb pollution.  So if we 
understand ivy better, and treat it accordingly, we can regard it 
more as a potential friend than an enemy. 
Another living thing that often gets a bad press is the rat.  In  
western culture, although not in the Hindi or Chinese tradition, 
they’re associated with squalor and disease, and basically we fear and 
detest them.  However, on Sept 25 a giant African pouched rat 
called Magawa, was awarded the animal equivalent of the George 
Cross, a gold Dickin Medal (all previous recipients of this have been 
dogs).  For the last four years Magawa has been sniffing out 
landmines in Cambodia.  His work has resulted in an area the size of 
20 football pitches being made safe again for humans to use.  He was 
trained by a charity along with nearly 1000 other rats, used either to 
find landmines or tuberculosis in sick people.  Treat them well, and 
the natural intelligence of rats can be put to good use, for our  
benefit. 
Both of these examples serve as timely reminders of how all living 
creatures should live mindfully with each other, of how God designed 
creation to be an interconnected wondrous web of life, mutually  
dependant, a community not of enemies, but friends.  As we give 
thanks for Harvest, we can also ponder on these things: how can we 
live more harmoniously and humbly with the earth and all its living 
things?  Ivy was once a symbol of love and eternal life, may it be a 
reminder of God’s love which neither fails nor ends, love for us, for 
rats, for plants that may be a nuisance to us, but are nectar and  
necessary in God’s eyes. 
 
With my blessing,  

Revd Rosy Barrie 
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St Martin’s needs you...  please can you help?     

                                                                       
Unfortunately Covid 19 shows no signs of leaving us, and so spe-
cial cleaning continues to be very important.  A volunteer team 
have been working with me every week since we reopened in the 
summer, enabling the church is as safe as possible for people to 
come and worship, including cleaning toilets and floors.   
If anyone else would like to join us for this vital work please be 
in touch:  
I never refuse any offer of help.  We also need more volunteers 
to look after the churchyard, especially the flower beds.   
Anyone in our community is welcome to volunteer, you don’t have 
to be a church goer! The need for money, time and talents to 
keep St Martin’s going for everyone in West Drayton will never 
stop.  So however small, whatever YOU can give will be needed 
and appreciated.  
                                                         
Revd Rosy Barrie. 

St Martin’s is open on 

Sundays 10.15 am Holy Eucharist, with music,                                                       

followed by private prayer until 11.30 am 

 

Mondays 9.30 am for Morning Prayer 

 

Wednesdays 10-11 am , pop in and out for quiet, 

prayer, space to think, or read, light a candle       
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 Special Services at St Martin’s 

 

 

A Service of Thanksgiving and Dedication                                                  

including our Annual Meetings:  

Tuesday  13 Oct 7 pm 

 

All Saints’ Day:  

Sunday 1 Nov 10.15 am 

 

All Souls’ Day:  

Monday 2 Nov 6.30 pm * 

 

Remembrance Sunday:  

8 Nov 10.15 am 

 

Armistice Day:  

Wednesday 11 Nov 11 am 

 

Patronal Festival:  

Sunday 15 Nov 10.15 am 

 

Advent Sunday:  

29 Nov 10.15 am 

 

 

*Please email Revd Rosy if you have a departed loved one you 
would like to be remembered at this Eucharist. 
Do check on the notice board on the gate post, or on our web-
site for any changes or additions, which might happen at short 
notice depending on Covid 19 restrictions. 
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The Other St Martin 

 

Our church is named after St Martin of Tours, but did you know 
there is another St Martin, Martin de Porres?  He too is  
celebrated in Nov, on Nov 3rd.  The illegitimate son of a Spanish  
conquistador and an African freed woman, Martin was born in  
Lima, Peru, in 1579.  An intelligent, generous and kindly boy, as a 
young man Martin was trained as a barber-surgeon, and later chose 
to become a lay brother with the Dominicans.  He devoted his life to 
the care of the poor and sick, including many African slaves who had  
suffered dreadfully at the hands of the conquistadores.   
Martin was also wise, and many went to him for spiritual guidance.  
He had a great love for all of God’s  
creatures, and is often pictured with mice at his feet.  Legend has it 
that in response to the monks trapping the mice in the monastery, 
Martin spoke to a mouse, “Go little brother, and tell your friends 
not to do any harm.  Come every day to the garden and I will feed 
you”.  The monks watched in amazement as the mice followed Martin 
right out of the door.  After a life time of compassionate service, to 
many people in Lima, regardless of class or colour, Martin died of a 
violent fever in 1639.  

7 thieves rob a diamond merchant of some diamonds. 
They return to their den and go off to sleep. 
When everybody was sleeping, two of them woke up and decided to 
divide the diamonds equally among themselves. 
But when they divided the diamonds equally, one diamond is left. 
So they woke up the 3rd thief and tried to divide the diamonds equally 
again but still one diamond was left. 
Then they woke up the 4th thief to divide the diamonds equally again, 
and again one diamond was left. 
This happened with the 5th and 6th thief – one diamond was still left. 
Finally, they woke up the 7th thief and this time the diamonds were 
divided equally. 
How many diamonds did they steal in total? 
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       Love-in-a-Box 2020    
 
The Charity Committee invites the congregation at St Martins to 
once again take part in the Shoebox Appeal this Autumn. We will 
be collecting boxes during the last week of October 2020. 
We will collect both completed boxes, or individual gifts from 
items on the list. 
Each box costs approximately £4.00 to send and if anyone would 
like to give a donation towards this, we would be very grateful. 
With many, many thanks to all our congregation.                                          
Suggested items:        

Hats – Scarves – Gloves 
Soap – Flannel – Comb – Hairbrush – Toothpaste/Toothbrush                                                                              

Stationery items: felt tip pens, notebooks      

Cuddly toy     
Please avoid war related toys, glass containers, toys requiring batteries or 
socks               
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 No Problems - Just Solutions 

Indoor Problems 
Lightbulb need changing? Curtains need hanging? 

TV need tuning?  Computer issues? 
 

Outdoor Problems 
Grass need cutting?  Hedge need trimming?  

Call Kevin 07753 631376 
kwstephens@btinternet.com 

 

What’s on the Web?                                                                                                        

The Church of England website will provide you with up to date 
information as well as worship and prayer resources.  In May 
Faith at Home was launched,  with a weekly worship video 
centred on a value, eg Hope, Courage: although aimed at schools 
it’s worth a look whatever age you are! 
 

 

Thank you to everyone who holds a Society collecting box in their 
home.  
The boxes were opened recently and a cheque for £373.74 mailed to 
the Society. 
‘Thank you for enabling vulnerable children’s voices to be heard.’ 
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Lilian Swaddling 
Not many of our present congregation will remember Lilian but her 
memory will linger long in the hearts of those of us who knew her 
well. Lilian reached the grand old age of 98 in September this year. 
Her failing health meant she was housebound for a number of 
years and has for some 4 years been a resident of Drayton Village 
Care Home.  
Despite her failing eye sight she was a regular participant in the 
quiz mornings and activities at the home and could remember in 
her mind’s eye the anagram and the words that could be made 
from the letters. 
Lilian grew up in Suffolk and moved around the UK. In 1954 she 
moved to West Drayton. Her husband’s work took them to Faver-
sham in Kent and Weston Super Mare to name but two places be-
fore coming back to West Drayton. She had fond memories of work 
in a Heathrow hotel and many stories of wartime and singing in the 
choir at the local church in Suffolk along with her sister. 
When the Mother and Toddler group was started at St Martin’s in 
the late 1990’s Lilian became the ‘tea lady’ watching many young 
people, and their families, enjoying time together in the Hall. She 
worked alongside Edna and Eddie ensuring a safe place for chil-
dren to learn and grow. And she was always at church on a Sun-
day. 
Jan Brown, Marlene Taylor and I were in constant touch with Lilian 
and her family, visiting her during her many stays in hospital and 
regularly at the Care Home. She was a genuinely kind and loving 
lady and will be missed by her sister, son and daughters, grandchil-
dren and great grandchildren and her many friends. 
 
Doris Hughes 
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Prayer Page 

This time our prayers are taken from                                                                                   
A Child’s First Book of Prayers, by Lois Rock & Alison Jay 

 
For Harvest Time 
We thank you Lord                                                                                                            

for all the riches of autumn:                                                                                             
bronze leaves,                                                                                                               

silver spider’s webs,                                                                                                     
golden harvest.  Amen. 

Dear God,                                                                                                                    
the autumn has come.                                                                                                         

Time to look back with thanks.                                                                                               
Time to look forward with courage.  Amen. 

 

For Remembrance Time 
Dear God,  

into your care we give this little creature who has died.                                                                    
We lay a green leaf beside her, and remember her life.                                                         
We lay a brown leaf beside her, and mourn her death.                                                             
We scatter a handful of petals to the gentle wind and                                                                      

trust that the life that has blown away from us                                                                              
will be safe with you. 

 
Although written for a pet, and it is right to mourn the loss of 
pets,  I think this could also be a helpful little ritual and prayer 
for a person we have lost, perhaps by a graveside, somewhere in 
the churchyard, a garden or tranquil country spot.  
 
Revd Rosy  



11 

 



12 

 
Hall Activities  

Friday 

 

Tae Kwondo 17:30 - 20:30 

 

 

Saturday 
 

Zumba Gold 10:00 - 11:00 

Thursday 

Little Soldiers 10:00 - 11:15 

0-3 year olds + carers  

(not in school holidays)  

 

WI 14:15 - 16:15 

(3rd Thursday of the Month) 

 

AA 7-10pm  

Wednesday 

 

Irish Dance 19:00 - 21:00 

Monday 

 

Tae Kwondo 17:45 - 19:15 

 

 

 

Items for inclusion in the August/September issue of Challenge must 
be with the Editor by Sunday 22nd November Items not received by 
this date will, if appropriate, be included in the next issue. 
 

Email: stmartinschurch@live.co.uk  

Tuesday 

Zumba Gold 10:00 - 11:00 

Drama Group 16:00 - 18:30 

History Society 19:00 - 21:00 

(Last Tuesday of the Month) 

Craft Group 19:00 - 21:00 
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Church Family News 

 

Diamond Wedding Anniversary                               

Service of Celebration Sept 3
rd

 2020                                                                   

Congratulations to  

Marian and Anthony Thompson                      

on reaching their big 60!  

We send them our prayers and best wishes                           
for the rest of their life together.                       

This was a special and joyful occasion celebrating 

60 years of marriage with music, prayers and poetry 

Congratulations and best wishes  

to  

Marian and Anthony 
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 Regular Services 
Each Sunday 

 8.00 am Holy Communion (said) 
 10.00 am Sung Euchar is t  

Sunday School  meets in the hall at 10am (except Family service)  
All Children Welcome. 

 
1st Sunday of each month 

 10.00 am Family Service, a service for all, from 0 to 99 
 
 

Monday to Saturday 
 9.30 am Morning Prayer 
 

 
 

Who’s Who 

 Vicar Rev Rosy Barrie  ' 01895 442194 

  rosybarrie1@btinternet.com 

 

    Church Wardens Uche Obi & Marie Tampin  . 01895 434949 
 Deputy Churchwarden  Peter Sparrow  
 Hall Bookings Marie '  07742 757377 

 PCC Secretary William Fairchild ' 01895 434949 

 Stewardship  Julia Bennett '  01895 851269 

  Pastoral Assistant Doris Hughes '  01895 434949 

 Deanery Synod Mary Davie & Pat Dibben '  01895 434949 
 Representatives   

 Sunday School Contact the Parish Office '  01895 434949 

Church Treasurer  Emeka Obi  01895 434949 

Editor of Challenge Kevin Stephens '  01895 434949  

 Flowers Contact Pat via the Office '  01895 434949 
  

 

 
Parish Office 

St Martins Church, Church Road, West Drayton UB7 7PT 

Tel: 01895 434949 (Answer Machine) 

Email: stmartinschurch@live.co.uk 

www.stmartinwestdrayton.org.uk 

 
Wedding & Baptism enquiries : Tuesday 5:30-6:30pm 
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Fullers Landscapes 
 

Driveways Block Paving 

Fencing  Brickwork 

Decking  Patios 

Turfing  Landscaping 

Call Mark on:- 

07931 527450 

www.fullerlandscapes.co.uk 

Funeral Directors & 
Memorial Stonemasons 

the family you 
can turn to 

Seven generations of our family have been 
helping and advising local families 

providing both modest and traditional 
funerals with understanding and compassion 

when you need it most 
 

Yiewsley: 30 High Street 
(01895) 446 686 

www.lodgebrothers.co.uk 

Yiewsley & West Drayton 

Senior citizens welfare 

association 
 

01895 443423 / 01895 443956  

Meet at 1pm on the 4th Wednesday 
of the month at the Community 

Centre. 
Admission 50p including tea & cakes. 

Transport can be provided 
for a small charge 

Bingo - tombola - raffle 

R. BADHAMS 
Interior & exterior decorating 

General property maintenance, tiling 
(kitchen & bathroom), fencing  

(treatment only) etc. 

Reasonable prices 
Flat 2, 67\68, The Greenway, 
Uxbridge, Middlesex UB8 2PL 

 01895 233487 
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Advertise Here 
 

Over 200 people a month 
read Challenge 

 
They could be reading 
about your business! 

 
Book your space now 

Only £25 per year for each 
space  

 

(this is a double space 
£40) 

 
Contact: 

stmartinschurch@live.co.uk 

PROFESSIONAL ROOFING SERVICE 
 

Reliable and trustworthy with references 
from church members available. 

 
OTHER SERVICES INCLUDE: 

Building, Painting, 
Home & Garden Maintenance. 

 
CALL PAUL HAIMES ON: 

07939 851454  

St. Martin’s Church Hall 

Available for hire* £25 per hour 

Reasonable rates 

For more details contact the Parish Office 

  01895 434949 
*conditions apply 


