Donations
Welcome
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H.C. Grimstead Ltd
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

58 Swan Road
West Drayton
Middlesex
Tel: 01895 431000

The Green, West Drayton
Art exhibitions, arts and crafts,
markets, concerts, classes,
group activities
For further details see posters
and press
www.southlandsarts.co.uk
admin@southlandsarts.co.uk
or phone 01895 441936

CYPRUS HOLIDAY APARTMENT
FOR HIRE
Apartment Japonica is a lovely,
1 bedroom apartment that comfortably
sleeps 4 with access to a communal
pool.
It is situated in Peyia village, close to
the fine sandy beaches of Coral Bay,
near Paphos town.
For more details
Call Julia Bennett on 07816 840029
or visit our website:
www.apartmentcypruspeyia.wordpress
.com
or
www.holidaylettings.co.uk/rentals/
peyia/243977
Founded 1890

YIEWSLEY & WEST DRAYTON BAND
AVAILABLE FOR:CONCERTS
GARDEN PARTIES
FETES, ETC.

NEW PLAYERS
ALWAYS WELCOME
REHEARSALS 8 PM
EVERY WEDNESDAY

THROUGHOUT THE
YEAR
(EVENINGS AND
WEEKENDS ONLY)

Contact John Ide
020 8573 5788
www.ywdband.com
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AT
METHODIST
CHURCH
FAIRFIELD ROAD
YIEWSLEY

From the Vicarage
Dear Friends,
I wonder if you have ever heard of ‘peregrini’? It may sound like an
Italian beer or type of pasta. In fact it means one who travels, or
wanders, from the Latin word peregrinus, foreign or travelling.
Long ago many of the Celtic Christian saints were peregrini, people
who made hazardous journeys across land and sea, leaving the
mark of Christ wherever they went. They believed they were
following a divine call to share the love of Jesus, and that in this
endeavour they were under the protective hand of God.
At Christmas we remember people who travelled. Mary and Joseph
have to go to Bethlehem, about 60 miles from home, a hard journey
in the midst of winter. As both of them had an incredibly deep
devotion to God and his plan for their lives, we can assume that, like
the Celtic saints, they would have walked the way with total faith
that God was with them, and would protect them. What they
couldn’t anticipate was their second journey, not homeward but
deep into the unknown, fleeing as refugees into Egypt. Even then,
we assume they placed their trust in God, who had sent Joseph an
angelic message of warning and instruction.
Christmas is traditionally a time when many of us literally travel, to
visit close friends and relatives. We too can ask for God’s
protection as we travel, and that when we arrive we may take with
us not just Christmas greetings and presents, but also the mark of
Christ. For those of us staying in West Drayton, I hope you will all
travel to church, make your little pilgrimage of love and commitment,
as we remember God’s immense generosity shown in the gift of
Jesus.
And for all of us, life is a symbolic journey, sometimes through
danger or unexpected paths, sometimes it goes according to our
plans, and sometimes everything seems to fall apart. As we journey
into the new year, may we prayerfully place our travelling plans into
God’s hands, and remember his protective presence is near.
Wherever we travel he’ll be there, but better still is to travel where
he leads, and calls us to follow, that through our lives the Christmas
Christ light may continually shine and bring hope to the world.
Wishing you God’s blessings of Christmas peace,
hope, joy and love,
Revd Rosy

3

St Martin’S PariSh ChurCh, WeSt Drayton

Worship at Christmas tide
You are very welcome here
Christmas by Candlelight Sunday Dec 19, 6.00pm
Christmas readings and music to listen to, carols to sing,
all in the magical softly lit atmosphere of this unique ancient building.
Christmas Eve Friday Dec 24
4.30pm Quiet Christmas
A short service of words and gentle Christmas carols
as we remember the love and comfort of the Christmas story.
An ideal moment to experience some peace in a busy time,
or to remember loved ones no longer with us
11.15pm Midnight Mass
A beautiful tranquil traditional service in candlelight
Christmas Day Eucharist (Sat 25)10.15am Noisy Christmas!
With lots of music and singing as we celebrate Jesus’ birthday!
Boxing Day Eucharist (Sun 26) 10.15am The Feast of Stephen
We remember the first Christian martyr as well as the joy of Christmas

Sunday Eucharist 2 Jan 10.15am The Feast of the Epiphany
We tell the story of the visit of the Wise men (or Kings) to Jesus,
remembering Jesus has come to bless all nations of the world.
Sun 30 Jan 10.15am The Feast of Candlemas with Christingles
We celebrate this wonderful festival of light with decorated oranges
3.00pm A live performance of Dickens’ classic A Christmas Carol
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A Christmas Carol
By
Charles Dickens
Based on the version Dickens made for his own solo performances.
Sunday 30 January 2021
3.00pm
Finishing at 5.15 pm including interval for refreshments).
Please Book Your Place

Please ensure you book a free ticket.
Either see Vincent, or use the Eventbrite booking site on the Internet.
There is no charge for Eventbrite.
We need to limit numbers in line with National Guidelines and with
Church of England guidelines.

The performance will also go out live over the Internet. There will be a link via Zoom.
This is made possible through the technology skills of Kevin Stephens.
Huge thanks to him!
The performance will raise money for St Martin’s and local charity. Members of the audience will be warmly invited to make a donation.

5

Creation Care at St Martin’s
COP26 has forced the nation to focus on climate change.
The bible is clear that good stewardship of the world is our
responsibility
“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who
live in it” (Psalm 24:1)
Our actions need to reflect this.
In the last year, what has happened at St Martin’s to live that
message?
In the churchyard:
Planting of spring bulbs
Leaving grass higher in some places during spring and summer
Installing another nest box near the west wall
Setting up a bug hotel in the orchard
Seeding a wildflower area in and near the memorial garden –
although this did not come out well for reasons not known to us

We could not have done this without the collaboration of the
community payback team who made some changes to their work
patterns to accommodate the new look.
Inside the church:
Switching to a “green” energy supplier
Conducting a bat survey as part of the Bats in Churches project
(www.bats.org.uk)
Switching to biodegradable cleaning materials and recycled toilet
paper

From 5 to 13 June 2021, we promoted wildlife diversity counting as
part of the “Churches Count on Nature / Love your burial ground”
project (www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk), and ended that week in
style with an Open Day that enabled people to socialize outdoors.
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On Sunday 3 October 2021, as part of the harvest celebrations we
offered a plant trail in the churchyard, enabling families to get closer
to the nature of plants in a traffic light system (red for poisonous or
painful, and green for edible), with the pears in the orchard being
truly edible prizes on completion of the trail.

Willesden diocese awarded St Martin’s a “Creation Care” grant to
pay for two water butts and birdseed (for work with children). Using
rainwater for watering plants will save drinking water currently used
for watering the plants on graves.

Our short-to medium-term goals are:
- to install the water butts
- to register with A Rocha’s Eco Church
(www.ecochurch.arocha.org.uk) and hopefully achieve a good rating
- to take part in Churches Count on Nature and Creation Care again
Have you considered your opportunities to love God’s world by reducing your negative impacts on the environment? When you come
to church, are you walking if possible rather than driving? When you
shop, do you choose goods with less packaging? Do you keep food
waste to a minimum? Do you pray about these decisions?
We would welcome your input, in particular practical ways of protecting the environment at church – there is lots to do! But everything we do, at home and in your community, has the potential to
make a difference.
Ann & Astrid
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Congratulations to
Henry & Christine Salt
Who celebrated their
Diamond Wedding Anniversary
on the
23rd September 2021

St Martin’s Church
Church Road, West Drayton UB7 7PA

COFFEE MORNING
Come and Join us for a Coffee and
a Chat in the Church Hall
Friday 17 December 2021
10 to 12 noon
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Prayer Page
Dear God, may our Christmas be your Christmas.
Let us give and receive gifts with love.
Let us feast on friendship and forgiveness.
Let us decorate not just with tinsel
but with the light that shines from heaven.
(from A Child’s First Book of Prayers, Lois Rock)

God of the moon, God of the sun,
God of the world, God of the stars,
God of the waters, the land, the skies,
who sent us the King of promise.
Mary knelt to do your will,
Her child was born, the King of Life,
darkness and tears were left behind,
and the bright star rose to guide us.
It shone on the land, it shone on the sea,
on storm and calm at the water’s edge,
grief was no more, and joy prevailed,
and the world was filled with music.
(from Songs of the Isles, Kathleen Jones)

I said to the man who stood at the gate of years
Give me light, that I may tread safely into the unknown.
And he replied
Go out into the darkness and put your hand in the hand of God.
That shall be to you better than light
and safer than the known way.
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The Editor’s Christmas Quiz
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If Rudolph was in front. How many ways can you arrange
the other 8 Reindeers?
12

The Editor’s Christmas Quiz Answers
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Assuming Rudolf was in Front, How many ways
could you arrange the other Reindeer
40,320 (8x7x6x5x4x3x2x1)

15

Hall Activities
Monday
Tae Kwondo 17:45 - 19:15

Wednesday
Irish Dance 19:00 - 21:00

Tuesday
Zumba Gold 10:00 - 11:00
Drama Group 16:00 - 18:30
History Society 19:00 - 21:00
(Last Tuesday of the Month)
Craft Group 13:30—15:30
14th December 2021

Thursday
WI 14:15 - 16:15
(3rd Thursday of the Month)
AA 7-10pm

Friday
Tae Kwondo 17:30 - 20:30

Saturday
Zumba Gold 10:00 - 11:00

Items for inclusion in the August/September issue of Challenge must be
with the Editor by Sunday 23rd January 2022 Items not received by this
date will, if appropriate, be included in the next issue.
Email: stmartinschurch@live.co.uk
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From the Church Registers

FUNERALS
Alan Carter 29th November 2021
Pamela Ivy Powell 1st December 2021
We give thanks for their lives and
pray for those who mourn their passing.

St Martin’S iS oPen
on Sundays 10.15am - Holy Eucharist with music
all ages are welcome to this worship service.
on Mondays 9.30 am - Morning Prayer
a short time of quiet, Bible reading and prayer
on Wednesdays 10-11am - Peace and Quiet Hour
Pop in and out any time to light a candle, sit, think, read, pray,
enjoy the tranquility of this ancient holy place.
Everyone of all Faiths or none are welcome.
While in church, please remember to keep any Covid rules.
Thank you.
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Who’s Who
Vicar

Church Wardens
Hall Bookings
PCC Secretary
Stewardship
Pastoral Assistant
Deanery Synod
Representatives
Sunday School
Church Treasurer
Editor of Challenge
Flowers

Rev Rosy Barrie
rosybarrie1@btinternet.com

'

01895 442194

Uche Obi & Marie Tampin
Marie
William Fairchild
Julia Bennett
Doris Hughes
Mary Davie & Pat Dibben

.
'
'
'
'
'

01895 434949
07742 757377
01895 434949
01895 851269
01895 434949
01895 434949

Contact the Parish Office
Emeka Obi
Kevin Stephens
Contact Pat via the Office

'

01895 434949
01895 434949
01895 434949
01895 434949

'
'

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖
Parish Office

St Martins Church, Church Road, West Drayton UB7 7PT
Tel: 01895 434949 (Answer Machine)
Email: stmartinschurch@live.co.uk
www.stmartinwestdrayton.org.uk
Wedding & Baptism enquiries : Tuesday 5:30-6:30pm
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Yiewsley & West Drayton
Senior citizens welfare
association
01895 443423 / 01895 443956
Meet at 1pm on the 4th Wednesday
of the month at the Community
Centre.
Admission 50p including tea & cakes.
Transport can be provided
for a small charge
Bingo - tombola - raffle

Fullers Landscapes
Driveways
Fencing
Decking
Turfing

Block Paving
Brickwork
Patios
Landscaping

Call Mark on:07931 527450
www.fullerlandscapes.co.uk

Funeral Directors &
Memorial Stonemasons

the family you
can turn to
Seven generations of our family have been
helping and advising local families
providing both modest and traditional
funerals with understanding and compassion
when you need it most
Yiewsley: 30 High Street
(01895) 446 686
www.lodgebrothers.co.uk
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Advertise Here
Over 200 people a month
read Challenge
They could be reading
about your business!
Book your space now
Only £25 per year for each
space
(this is a double space
£40)
Contact:

stmartinschurch@live.co.uk

PROFESSIONAL ROOFING SERVICE
Reliable and trustworthy with references
from church members available.
OTHER SERVICES INCLUDE:
Building, Painting,
Home & Garden Maintenance.
CALL PAUL HAIMES ON:
07939 851454

St. Martin’s Church Hall

Available for hire* £25 per hour
Reasonable rates
For more details contact the Parish Office
 01895 434949
*conditions apply
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